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Harvest Season 2019: a promising vintage! 
 
As harvest season is coming soon to an end in Roussillon, 80% of the vineyard has been 
harvested and despite a 20 to 30% decrease in production volume, the 2019 vintage is 
expected to become an exceptional one.  
 
Challenging climatic conditions 
In French Catalonia, the harvest period started around August 15, slightly later than in 2018. 
This late maturity was induced by the heat wave that hit the region at the end of June, as 
well as the drought episodes in July. The sanitary condition of the vines remained healthy, 
and the balance between the foliage and the grapes preserved, thanks to the cool nights of 
August, and the September rainfalls.  
 
Discipline, both in the vineyard and at the winery 
Based on the preliminary numbers, total harvest volume will be significantly lower than in 
2018, with a decrease averaging 20 to 30%, resulting in a total of around 600 000hl for the 
whole region. A low volume harvest but yet perfectly mastered by the winemakers who have 
doubled their efforts before and after the harvest period. As reported by Philippe Bourrier, 
President of the Conseil Interprofessionnel des Vins du Roussillon, “Because of the drought 
situation, grapes were smaller and with very less flesh. Thus, our work in the vineyard and at 
the winery became even more instrumental, from careful plot selections to increased rigor 
during maceration and pressing”. A rewarded work founding echo in the first impressions of 
oenologists, who foresee a great vintage, if not an exceptional one. 
 
A vintage evoking finesse and delicacy 
Hot and dry summer conditions, as well as the September rainfalls have fostered the 
elaboration of aromatic white and rosé wines, marked by hints of exotic fruits. Red wines 
already foreshadow complexity, juicy red fruits, and a nice tannic structure, round and 
supple. Some reds may also greatly benefit from aging. Muscat-based wines are showcasing 
aromatic freshness, which is promising for the upcoming Muscat de Noël. As for the other 
Vins Doux Naturels such as Banyuls, Maury, and Rivesaltes, elegance, finesse and balance 
will come into play to create worth-keeping wines. “This is overall an excellent year; the 
diminution of the production volume being outweighed by the outstanding quality of the 
grapes. In 2019, Roussillon will once more offer fresh, elegant, and balanced wines, both for 
AOP and IGP dry wines and Vins Doux Naturels”, concludes Philippe Bourrier.  
 
Evolution of the wine production volume since 2016 
 
Wines of Roussillon 
Regrouping 14 AOPs and 2 IGPs, le Conseil des Vins du Roussillon (CIVR) federates over 400 
wine estates, 29 wine-growers cooperatives, and over a hundred négociants, which all 
together have marketed nearly 70 million bottles in 2018: 72% of dry wines (reds, whites, 
and rosés), and 28% of Vins Doux Naturels. As the southernmost vineyard of France, 



Roussillon is nested in the Pyrenées and the Mediterranean Sea, providing as much as 
20 700 hectares of richness.  
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